Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 21, 2018

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We write to express our support for the United Bid by Canada, Mexico and the United States to
jointly host the 2026 FIFA World Cup. We believe this effort presents an exceptional
opportunity to showcase our nations’ shared passion for soccer and its positive impact in local
communities and on the international stage.

Millions of Americans play or watch soccer at youth, collegiate, recreational and professional
levels today. The sport spans generations, cultures, and languages — connecting fans and athletes
with others across the globe who have a common love for the game. Comprising a melting pot
of identities, cultures, and races, Americans proudly unite behind their team in the World Cup
competition, and enjoy ties to the multiplicity of nationalities that come together for this
tournament every four years.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup, with a total of 48 participating national teams and 80 matches, will
be the largest in the history of the competition. As one of three host nations, the United States
would have the opportunity to deepen the relationship between our citizens and the extended
global soccer community, and to further foster the spirit of sportsmanship and inclusivity that
defines the sport. It would build on a successful legacy for our three nations, which together
have hosted 13 FIFA-sponsored tournaments. Dozens of U.S. cities that we represent have
conveyed their interest in being part of the United Bid effort that will showcase America,
promote tourism, and stimulate economic growth.

Through a united World Cup bid, we have the opportunity to promote and celebrate the positive
impact soccer has had for millions of Americans. We welcome your support for the United Bid
to bring the 2026 FIFA World Cup to North America, and we look forward to working with you
to advance this important effort.

Sincerely,

Roy Blunt Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator United States Senator
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